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with the germination of pollen or normal extension of the
pollen tube.
The occasional seeds sometimes found in Washington
Navel oranges as they occur on the market are undoubt-
edly due to cross-pollination with some other variety by
insects or other agencies. The question as to what would
be the result should these seeds be planted and reared to
maturity has already been answered by the experiment
of W. H. Backus of Riverside, a part of whose report is
here quoted.1
"Some years ago when almost every one was budding
over their seedlings to Navels, I thought the result might
be too many early oranges. At that time I did not think
the Valencia the most desirable late orange, as a Cali-
fornia orange should have high color in addition to being
late.
"To obtain this desirable feature, together with high
color quality and medium size, I tried hybridizing the
Mediterranean Sweet on .the Washington Navel, three
successive seasons, cutting all the oranges when ripe for
seed. Altogether I secured about fourteen hundred seeds
that were well matured.
"These were planted in the seed bed, but owing to my
lack of experience in nursery work, a large percentage of
the little trees, of the first and second plantings, died when
about three inches high. One peculiar thing to me was
that over 90 per cent of the seeds sprouted from two to six
shoots each.2
"The young nursery stock was much neglected for three
1 Riverside Daily Press, March 2, 1909.
2 An interesting record of polyembryony.